Santa Clara County Parks Outdoor Activities Calendar, Spring-Summer 2013
Saturday, April 6
Don’t Let This Be You!, Motorcycle Park, 12pm-1pm 
Want to learn more about motorcycle safety? Learn about protective equipment and how to avoid common injuries. A little investment now will pay off over and over again. Meet at the group picnic area. (408) 226-5223. 
Sunday, April 7 
Wildflower Rambles, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 9am-1:30pm 
Take a Moderate 5-mile loop hike with a park docent from valley floor to ridge top to enjoy spring wildflowers in a variety of habitats. Meet at the Calero Reservoir boat launch on McKean Rd. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available, except at boat launch. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Tuesday, April 9 
Native Plant Discovery Stroll, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 9am-11am 
Join a docent for a leisurely 1.7-mile stroll to discover the rich variety of native trees, shrubs, and plants growing along Coyote Creek. Discover how plants were used by the area’s Ohlone, and how agriculture was introduced by early settlers. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Dress in layers with hiking shoes, sun protection, and water. (408) 918-7983 
Thursday, April 11 
Healthy Trails Stroller Hike & Toddler Trek, Stevens Creek, 4:30pm-6pm 
Join a docent from strollerhikes.com for an outing along the Rim Trail. This 1-mile, easy trail can be too narrow for a stroller. We'll encourage kids to walk and look out for birds, snakes, lizards, and rabbits, and explore near a creek. Meet at the Chestnut parking lot with comfortable walking shoes, snacks, water, and a camera. (408) 355-2240 
Saturday, April 13 
Climate Change Hike, Ed Levin, 9:30am-12pm 
Curious about climate change? Come on a 3.6-mile hike and discover how small changes can lead to broad consequences, both globally and locally here in the Bay Area. Meet at the Sandy Wool upper parking lot (near Dog Park) with sturdy footwear, sun/rain protection, snacks, and water. Reservations required. (408) 262-6980 
Our Local Star-The Sun, Santa Teresa, 10am-12pm 
Come explore our celestial centerpiece and discover how it affects all life on Earth, from plants and animals to our technological society. Meet at the Pueblo group area. Reservation required. (408) 225-0225 
Wildflower Scavenger Hunt, Almaden Quicksilver, 10am-12pm 
Join Friends of New Almaden Quicksilver County Park Association on a wildflower scavenger hunt through various stations along the Wood Road Trail. Meet at the Wood Road Parking lot. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Waterfall Loop Hike, Uvas Canyon, 11am-12:30pm 
Take a casual hike to see waterfalls and discuss the park’s history, flora, and fauna. See a demonstration of how soil acts like a sponge, slowly releasing water throughout the year. Meet at the Amphitheater with snacks and water. Reservations required. (408) 779-9232 
Star Party, Grant, 8pm-11pm 
Join the Halls Valley Astronomical Group for a night of star-gazing fun. Knowledgeable volunteers will provide you with a chance to look through a variety of telescopes and answer questions about the night sky. Meet at Halley Hill (across from campsite #22). Park entrance gates close at 9pm. (408) 274-6121 
Sunday, April 14 
Wildflowers, Birds & Butterflies! Rancho San Vicente 9:00am-1:30pm 
Enjoy a leisurely 3-miles total, out-and-back hike with a park docent to enjoy spring wildflowers. Learn how these rolling serpentine grasslands provide critical habitat for endangered species Dress in layers, bring a camera, carry water, wear a hat and sturdy shoes. Meet at the Calero Reservoir boat launch on McKean Rd. $6 parking fee. Dress in layers, bring a camera, carry water, wear a hat and sturdy shoes. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available, except at boat launch. Register online or call (408)355-2240.

FULL-A Taste of Rowing, Lexington Reservoir, 9:30am, 10:30am or 11:30am 
Docent Dr. Shirley Reekie from San José State University’s Kinesiology Department will show and tell first-time rowers all about this challenging yet fun water sport at Los Gatos Rowing Club. All equipment provided. Three classes to choose from: 9:30-11am, 10:30am-Noon, or 11:30am-1pm. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. Space is limited. 
·	April 14 Taste of Rowing Class 9:30 am
https://activenet012.active.com/sccoparks/servlet/registrationmain.sdi?source=adet.sdi&activity_id=242"April 14 Taste of Rowing Class 10:30 am
https://activenet012.active.com/sccoparks/servlet/registrationmain.sdi?source=adet.sdi&activity_id=243"April 14 Taste of Rowing Class 11:30 am

Friday, April 19 
Friday Flowers, Grant, 11am-1pm 
Explore the park’s fields of color and learn how to identify local wildflowers as you walk an easy 3-miles with a Ranger. Discover poisonous flowers and those with medicinal value. Meet at the Grant Lake parking lot with sturdy walking shoes, sun protection, lunch and water. Bring a camera and flower ID book if you have one. (408) 274-6121 
Saturday, April 20 
About Boating Safely (ABS) Course, Anderson Lake, 8am-5pm 
This beginner all-day boating class, taught by the Coast Guard Auxillary, will give you the knowledge needed to obtain a boat license or safety certification in many states. Learn about boating law, safety equipment, navigation, and much more. Participants are encouraged to bring their vessels for a free safety inspection and certified safety decal. $35 registration fee covers course materials. Reservations required. (408) 592-9341 
Bike Safety for Young Riders, Hellyer, 8:30am-10am 
Young riders will learn how to safely ride bikes on trails and roadways, then take an easy 4-mile ride along the Coyote Creek with a Ranger. Meet at the parking lot on west side of Cottonwood Lake. Suitable for ages 9-12 with parent supervision. Reservations required. (408) 225-0225 
Introduction to Disc Golf: It’s Just a Walk in the Park! Hellyer/El Parque De La Raza De Paz, 9am–11am 
Disc golf is a game where individuals throw flying discs at targets. Come learn about this fun, easy and inexpensive sport with members of the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club. Ages 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Equipment is provided. Space is limited. Bring water, sunscreen, and comfortable shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Wildflowers, Birds & Butterflies, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 9am-1:30pm 
Enjoy a leisurely 3-mile out-and-back hike with a park docent to enjoy spring wildflowers. Learn how these rolling serpentine grasslands provide critical habitat for endangered species. Dress in layers, bring a camera, carry water, and wear a hat and sturdy shoes. Meet at the Calero Reservoir boat launch on McKean Rd. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available, except at boat launch. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Healthy Trails Bilingual (Spanish) Outing, Calero, 10am-1pm 
Take a 3.5-mile moderate hike to see breathtaking views of reservoir, south Santa Clara County, and surrounding Santa Cruz Mountain Range. Meet at the trail head by park office with sturdy hiking shoes, hat, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. Se habla espanol. (408) 355-2294 
Waterfall Loop Hike, Uvas Canyon, 11am-12:30pm 
Take a casual hike to see waterfalls and discuss the park’s history, flora, and fauna. See a demonstration of how soil acts like a sponge, slowly releasing water throughout the year. Meet at the Amphitheater with snacks and water. Reservations required. (408) 779-9232 
Stevens Creek History Hike, Stevens Creek, 12pm-2pm 
Learn about the first people to live in this area and how things changed over time as European settlers came and impacted the land. Hike about 2 miles to explore various features and discover how this park’s namesake played a pivotal role in the settlement of California. Meet at the Park Visitor Center with sun protection, sturdy hiking shoes and water. Reservations required. (408) 867-3654 
History of Almaden Air Force Station atop Mt. Umunhum, Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum, 1-3pm 
Come learn about the history of this fascinating site, see actual key artifacts from the site, and enjoy a slide show of amazing historic photos of the radar station when it was in operation between 1958 and 1980. Presented by Basim Jaber (Historian/Archivist and founder of the USAF 682nd Radar Squadron Veterans Association). Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
History Walk, Grant, 1:30-3:30pm 
Join park staff on a leisurely walk to see historical features in the park. Learn about the history of Halls Valley from the Ohlone days to the more recent past. End your walk with a tour of the Grant Ranch House. Meet at the Ranch House. (408) 274-6121 
Sunday, April 21 
Wildflowers, Birds & Butterflies, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 9am-1:30pm 
Enjoy a leisurely 3-mile out-and-back hike with a park docent to enjoy spring wildflowers. Learn how these rolling serpentine grasslands provide critical habitat for endangered species. Meet at the Calero Reservoir boat launch on McKean Rd. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available, except at boat launch. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Gone Fishing 101- Beginner Tips From a Ranger, Stevens Creek, 10am-12pm 
Discover some beginning fishing tips that will help make you a more successful angler. This indoor session is for ages 10 and up. Meet at the Park Visitor Center to learn about basic equipment, rules and regulations, and local “hot spots”. No equipment necessary. Reservations required. (408) 867-3654 
Calling all Citizen Scientists! – California Phenology Project, Almaden Quicksilver Museum - Casa Grande, 1:30pm-3:30pm 
Contribute to a project studying the timing of plant life cycles throughout the seasons by becoming a Citizen Scientist. Discover how plants respond to climate variability and about local research projects that you can participate in. For more information about the California Phenology Project, go to http://www.usanpn.org/cpp/about/. This project is appropriate for adults and families. Register online or call (408) 355-2240 
Tuesday, April 23 
See It With Wildflowers, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 9am-1:30pm 
Enjoy a leisurely 3-mile out-and-back hike with a park docent to enjoy spring wildflowers. Meet at the Calero Reservoir boat launch on McKean Rd. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available, except at boat launch. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Thursday, April 25 
Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm 
Learn about firearm safety, etiquette, handling and cleaning. Visit the range to learn about shotgun operation and target shooting. Meet at the Trap and Skeet Clubhouse. Must bring your own shotgun. Ammunition and targets provided. $35 materials fee. Adults only; registration required. (408) 463-0769 
Saturday, April 27 
Healthy Trails Hike, Santa Teresa, 9am-12pm 
Join a park interpreter on a 3-mile strenuous hike on the Hidden Springs, Boundary and Coyote Peak Trails. Hike through diverse habitats and enjoy spectacular views from Coyote Peak. Meet at the Hidden Springs trail head with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7772 
Healthy “Tails” Hike, Sanborn, 9am-11am 
Learn to get fit with your pet! Join park staff with your fun-loving dog to get outside and get healthy. Dogs must be well-behaved and kept on leash (6 foot max.). Meet at the Black Road (exit Hwy 17 at Bear Creek Rd.) parking area with comfortable shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. Parking limited; carpools recommended. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Wildflower Drawing Class, Santa Teresa, 11am–12:30pm 
Increase your confidence in drawing and learn some skills to help you draw what you see during wildflower season. Materials are provided, but if you have a sketch pad, pencil, and a set of colored pencils or watercolors, bring them along. Instruction appropriate for ages 8-adult. Children under 14 must be accompanied by an adult. All skill levels welcome. Hat and sunscreen recommended. Rain cancels. Meet at the Fortini Trailhead. Note: There is no restroom at this location. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 
Sunday, April 28 
South Bay Fishing in the City, Ed Levin, 8am-12pm 
This is a free learn-to-fish event for children ages 5-15, providing expert instruction and all necessary equipment. On-site registration from 8-10am; parental supervision required. Meet at Sandy Wool Lake. (408) 355-2254 
Thursday, May 2
Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
Learn about firearm safety, etiquette, handling and cleaning. Visit the range to learn about shotgun operation and target shooting. Meet at the Trap and Skeet Clubhouse. Must bring your own shotgun. Ammunition and targets provided. $35 materials fee. Adults only; registration required. (408) 463-0769

Saturday, May 4
Introduction to Photography, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 10am-1pm
Join a Docent for a 3.7-mile photography hike. Learn outdoor photography techniques and take pictures of the wildflowers, sunny meadows, shady forests, unusual rock formations, and breathtaking views. Bring a camera, sturdy hiking shoes, snacks, water, and sun protection. Register online, or call (408) 355-2240.

Power to the Petal, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 11am-2pm
Hike with a Park Ranger to explore a bounty of wildflowers and discover why this unique environment provides critical habitat for endangered species. Meet at Calero Reservoir, then carpool to the trail nearby. Wear sturdy hiking shoes and sun protection. Bring lunch and water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area”, not normally open to the public. Restrooms not available except at reservoir. (408) 268-3883

Los Gatos Creek Bird Contest, Los Gatos Creek Park, 11am-2pm
Discover fun facts and learn how to identify birds that inhabit our local parks. Participate in a fun contest where you walk to explore the park looking for a variety of birds. Meet by the parking lot pay station. Bring walking shoes, sun protection, water and snacks. (408) 356-2729

Stevens Creek History Hike, Stevens Creek, 12pm-2pm
Learn about the first people to live in this area and how things changed over time as European settlers came and impacted the land. Hike about 2 miles to explore various features and discover how this park’s namesake played a pivotal role in the settlement of California. Meet at the Park Visitor Center with sun protection, sturdy hiking shoes and water. Reservations required. (408) 867-3654

Majestic Redwood Sunset Hike, Mt. Madonna, 7pm-8:30pm
Join a Ranger on a 1-mile adventure through the towering coastal redwoods to view the sun set over Monterey Bay. View historic logging areas and discuss the future of our remaining majestic redwood groves. Meet at the park entrance station on Pole Line Rd. Bring layered clothing. Reservations required. (408) 842-2341

Starry Night Hike, Ed Levin, 7:30-10pm
Enjoy twilight, stargazing, and the nighttime environment on a 3.6-mile hike. Discover how to find night sky “objects” with binoculars and hear legends associated with spring constellations of the Northern Hemisphere. Meet at the Sandy Wool upper parking lot (near dog park) with sturdy footwear, layered clothing, and water. Bring flashlight with red lens and binoculars if you have them. Reservations required. (408) 262-6980

Sunday, May 5
Redwood Trail Hike, Villa Montalvo, 9am-11:30am
Join a Ranger on a moderate 3-mile loop hike to a scenic vista point. Explore the plants and animals that populate this young redwood forest above Saratoga. Wear sturdy hiking shoes, layered clothing and bring water, snacks and a camera. Park in designated areas only. Hike leaves from trailhead at lot #4. (408) 356-2729

Story Time with a Ranger, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Explore tales and adventures of the natural world through short stories and participate in fun activities with a Ranger. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. All ages welcome. (408) 918-7983

Living History Day, Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum, 11am-3pm
Come visit Casa Grande, once the magnificent home of New Almaden Mine Managers. Costumed Docents and staff will guide you through Victorian period rooms and museum exhibits. Children will be able to participate in a seasonal craft activity to take home. (408) 918-7774

Tuesday, May 7
Native Plant Discovery Stroll, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 9am-11am
Join a docent for a leisurely 1.7-mile stroll to discover the rich variety of native trees, shrubs, and plants growing along Coyote Creek. Discover how plants were used by the area’s Ohlone, and how agriculture was introduced by early settlers. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Dress in layers with hiking shoes, sun protection, and water. (408) 918-7983

Thursday, May 9
Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, May 2.

Friday, May 10
Friday Flowers, Grant, 11am-1pm
Explore the park’s fields of color and learn how to identify local wildflowers on an easy 3-mile hike with a Ranger. Discover poisonous flowers and those with medicinal value. Meet at the Grant Lake parking lot with sturdy walking shoes, sun protection, lunch and water. Bring a camera and flower ID book if you have one. (408) 274-6121

Saturday, May 11
Float Like A Butterfly, Mt Madonna, 9am-1:30pm
Join a park docent for a moderate 3.6-mile loop to enjoy butterflies and late-spring wildflowers. Meet at the Sprig Trail entrance on Hecker Pass Rd. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Family Hike with a Ranger, Calero, 10am-12pm
Take a 2-mile hike with a Ranger into the hills to explore wildflowers and wildlife. Meet at the park office with layered clothing, sturdy walking shoes, sun protection, water and snacks. (408) 268-3883

Preparing For Your OHV Adventure, Motorcycle Park, 12:30pm-2:30pm 
Whether you ride dirt bikes now or are thinking about learning how, discover how to be better prepared for a safe and fun trail adventure. Meet at the group picnic site. (408) 226-5223

Last Chance Wildflower Hike, Santa Teresa, 10am-12pm
Discover why certain soils and rocky mixtures produce the most beautiful and abundant wildflowers, and learn which endangered species thrive in these serpentine habitats. Meet at the Stiles Trailhead on Fortini Rd. with sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks, and sun protection. (408) 225-0225

Wash Day and Old Time Games, Santa Teresa Park’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 3pm-5pm
Come out for a fun-filled afternoon at the ranch. Experience what granny called her “weekly affliction” and play games from 100 years ago. The ranch is located at the corner of Camino Verde and Manila Dr. in San Jose. (408) 226-5453.

Majestic Redwood Sunset Hike, Mt. Madonna, 7pm-8:30pm
Take a 1-mile adventure through the towering coastal redwoods to view the sun set over Monterey Bay. View historic logging areas and discuss the future of our remaining majestic redwood groves. Meet at the park entrance station on Pole Line Rd. Bring layered clothing. Reservations required. (408) 842-2341

Carnivorous Plant Night, Santa Teresa Park’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 7:30pm-10pm
Join experts for a show and tell about carnivorous pants. Learn about fascinating meat-eating flora and take home a Venus fly trap, sundew or pitcher plant for your very own study! Afterward munch on popcorn while watching the man-eating-plant, sci-fi movie “Day of the Triffids.” Reservations required. (408) 226-5453

Star Party, Grant, 8:30pm-11pm
Join the Halls Valley Astronomical Group for a night of star-gazing fun. Knowledgeable volunteers will provide you with a chance to look through a variety of telescopes and answer questions about the night sky. Meet at Halley Hill (across from campsite #22). Park entrance gates close at 10pm. (408) 274-6121

Sunday, May 12
Mother’s Day Healthy Trails Hike, Villa Montalvo, 10am-12pm
Take a 2-mile moderate hike into the scenic redwoods with a Park Interpreter. Trek to Lookout Point, where on a clear day you can see all the way out to the San Francisco Bay. Bring hiking shoes, water, snacks, and sun/rain protection. Park in designates spaces only. Hike leaves from Lot #4 trailhead. (408) 918-7774

Monday, May 13
History Through a Changed Landscape, Almaden Quicksilver, 10am-2pm
Take a 4-mile hike back through time to learn about mining history and more current events that helped shape the landscape of this historic park. Meet at the Woods Rd. lot off of Hicks Rd. Bring a bag lunch, water, sun/rain protection, and sturdy hiking shoes. Not recommended for children under age 5. (408) 918-7774

Thursday, May 16
Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, May 2.

Friday, May 17
What Would Nature Do?, Calero, 11am-2pm
Use the wonderful outdoors as your classroom for the day. Enjoy a moderate 4-mile hike with a Ranger and peel back the layers of miracles that nature holds. Meet at the park office. Wear sturdy hiking shoes and layered clothing. Bring sun protection, water and lunch. (408) 268-3883

Saturday, May 18
About Boating Safely (ABS) Course, Anderson Lake, 8am-5pm 
This beginner all-day boating class, taught by the Coast Guard Auxillary, will give you the knowledge needed to obtain a boat license or safety certification in many states. Learn about boating law, safety equipment, navigation, and much more. Participants are encouraged to bring their vessels for a free safety inspection and certified safety decal. $35 registration fee covers course materials. Reservations required. (408) 592-9341

Introduction to Disc Golf: It’s Just a Walk in the Park! Hellyer/El Parque De La Raza De Paz, 9am–11am 
Disc golf is a game where individuals throw flying discs at targets. Come learn about this fun, easy and inexpensive sport with members of the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club. Ages 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Equipment is provided. Space is limited. Bring water, sunscreen and comfortable shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 

History Tour by Van, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1:30pm
Step back in time and experience what life was like back in the mining heyday. Ride by van to various historic sites and enjoy a brown-bag lunch in the park. Tour costs $10 per person. Children must be over 6 years and 60 lbs. Meet at the Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum. Bring a bag lunch, water, and sun protection. Reservations required. (408) 918-7773

Healthy Trails Bilingual (Spanish) Hike, Los Gatos Creek, 10am-12pm
Take an easy 2.6-mile walk with a bilingual guide along the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Meet at the parking lot by the fly casting pond with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. Se habla espanol. (408) 355-2294 

Living with Wildlife, Sanborn, 10am-12pm
Take an easy walk through the Redwoods and learn about living with wildlife such as mountain lions, bobcats and coyotes. Discover what “normal” animal behavior is, what wildlife needs to survive, and what to do if you have an encounter. Meet at the Ranger office with sturdy walking shoes, water and snacks. (408) 867-9959

History Walk, Grant, 1:30pm-3:30pm
Join park staff on a leisurely walk to see historical features in the park. Learn about the history of Halls Valley from the Ohlone days to the more recent past. End your walk with a tour of the Grant Ranch House. Meet at the Ranch House. (408) 274-6121

Sunday, May 19
Bike Safety for Young Riders, Hellyer, 8:30am-10am
Young riders will learn how to safely ride bikes on trails and roadways, then take an easy 4-mile ride along the Coyote Creek Trail with a Ranger. Meet at the parking lot on west side of Cottonwood Lake. Suitable for ages 9-12 with parent supervision. Reservations required. (408) 225-0225

Healthy Trails Hike, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1pm
Join a park interpreter on a 5.2-mile strenuous hike through diverse habitats. Enjoy spectacular views near the historic mining camps of New Almaden. Meet at the Hacienda park entrance with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7772

Thursday, May 23
Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, May 2.

Saturday, May 25
Wonders of Wildlife Riparian Walk, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Take a short hike through a riparian area to identify animal signs, look for wildlife, and explore how we all fit into the ecosystem’s web of life. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Reservations required. (408) 918-7982

Hula Hoop Fitness Class, Vasona, 2pm-3pm
Hula hooping is no longer just child’s play; it has evolved into a fun form of fitness! Join us for a low impact yet energizing class using adult-size hoops. Learn the basics of moving the hoop around your torso as well as moving your feet, incorporating arms, and perhaps even some off-body moves! Hoops provided, no experience needed. Meet at the boat center lawn. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 

Planting the Native Way, Almaden Quicksilver, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Enjoy a leisurely 2.5-mile hike with a Ranger to explore the benefits of native plants and how to add them into your home gardens. Meet at the Hacienda parking lot off of Almaden Rd. Wear layered clothing and sturdy hiking shoes. (408) 268-3883

Sunday, May 26
A Taste of Kayaking, Vasona Lake, 9:00am & 10:45am
Park Docent Shirley Reekie will show and tell first-time kayakers all about this fun-loving sport. Choose from two sessions, 9-10:30am or 10:45am-12:15pm. Must be age12 or older and able to swim. All equipment will be provided. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

9:00: Register online 
10:45: Register online 

Tailgate Time!, Hellyer, 1pm-1:45pm
Be there when a Ranger rolls up to the playground to introduce you to some feathered, furry and scaled creatures that live nearby. Learn what you can do to protect your wild neighbors and their homes. (408) 225-0225

Wag N’ Trails Dog Hike, Mt. Madonna, 8pm-9pm
Bring your canine friend out for a 1-mile night time adventure through the redwood forest with a Ranger. Meet at the Redwood Grove picnic area. Bring doggie bags, a leash, insect repellent, sturdy hiking shoes and water. (408) 842-2341

Thursday, May 30
Healthy Trails Stroller Hike & Toddler Trek, Santa Teresa, 4:30pm-6pm
Join a docent from strollerhikes.com for a 1.8-mile outing along the Joice/Norred Trails. This trail has a short steep section (100 yards) to start that we can bypass for strollers (joggers recommended). The remainder of the hike is flat and sunny. Meet at the Bernal-Gulnac-Joice Ranch parking lot with comfortable walking shoes, snacks, water, and a camera. (408) 355-2240

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, May 2. 
Saturday, June 1

Healthy Trails Bilingual (Spanish) Outing, Coyote Lake Harvey Bear, 10am-12pm 
Take an easy 2.0-mile walk on a flat, paved trail with a bilingual guide. Explore scenic views of hills with large open fields covered with annual grasses, valley oaks, and wildlife viewing. Meet at the parking lot trailhead with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. Se habla espanol. (408) 355-2294 

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
Join us for the 11th anniversary of this family-favorite outdoor music series on the lawn. Concerts feature local artists performing a variety of acoustic music including jazz, blues, bluegrass and more. Go to www.southbayfolks.org/vasona for performance schedules. Bring a blanket or low lawn chair. Food available for purchase. Donations welcome to benefit Second Harvest Food Bank. (408) 356-2729

Star Party, Grant, 8:30pm-11pm
Join the Halls Valley Astronomical Group for a night of star-gazing fun. Knowledgeable volunteers will provide you with a chance to look through a variety of telescopes and answer questions about the night sky. Meet at Halley Hill (across from campsite #22). Park entrance gates close at 10pm. (408) 274-6121

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11:00pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Sunday, June 2

Story Time with a Ranger, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Explore tales and adventures of the natural world through short stories and participate in fun activities with a Ranger. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. All ages welcome. (408) 918-7983

Tuesday, June 4

Native Plant Discovery Stroll, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 9am-11am
Join a docent for a leisurely 1.7-mile stroll to discover the rich variety of native trees, shrubs, and plants growing along Coyote Creek. Discover how plants were used by the area’s Ohlone, and how agriculture was introduced by early settlers. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Dress in layers with hiking shoes, sun protection, and water. (408) 918-7983

Thursday, June 6

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
Learn about firearm safety, etiquette, handling and cleaning. Visit the range to learn about shotgun operation and target shooting. Meet at the Trap and Skeet Clubhouse. Must bring your own shotgun. Ammunition and targets provided. $35 materials fee. Adults only; registration required. (408) 463-0769

Saturday, June 8

History Tour by Van, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1:30pm
Step back in time and experience what life was like back in the mining heyday. Ride by van to various historic sites and enjoy a brown-bag lunch in the park. Tour costs $10 per person. Children must be over 6 years and 60 lbs. Meet at the Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum. Bring a bag lunch, water, and sun protection. Reservations required. (408) 918-7773

Sketch N’ Stretch, Lexington Reservoir, 9am-11am
Take an easy ½-mile walk along Lexington Reservoir with a Ranger, stopping along the way to observe nature and sketch what you see. Meet at the launch ramp parking lot. Bring your own drawing materials such as paper and sketch pencils. Reservations required. (408) 356-2729

Henry Miller As He Lived, Mt. Madonna, 10am-11:30am
Come on up to the place that Henry Miller, the “Cattle King”, called home. Explore the historic ruins and discover why this place is so special. Meet at the Ranger office with comfortable walking shoes, sun protection and water for a 1.5-mile easy hike. (408) 842-2341

Animal Drawing Class, Hellyer, 11am-12:30pm
Mountain Lions, Bobcats, Snakes & Birds! Learn to draw animals from mounted specimens. Observe a variety of animals and practice new skills as you translate observations into realistic drawings. All skill levels and ages 8 and over welcome. Children require parent supervision or participation. Meet at the visitor center. Drawing equipment provided, or bring your own. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 

Healthy Trails Walk, Santa Teresa, 3pm-4pm 
Join a park interpreter on a 1.8-mile easy walk on the Norred Trail. Hike along this mostly flat trail through serpentine habitat with excellent views of South San Jose. Meet at the historic Bernal-Gulnac-Joice ranch parking lot with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 226-5453

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, June 1.

Sunset Tricks and Explorations Dog Hike, Grant, 7pm-9:30pm
Bring your dog out for a 2-mile sunset adventure! Learn about native canines that live here, test your companion’s agility on a dog course, and discuss how to have safe and enjoyable adventures with dogs in parks. Meet at the Rose Garden group area. (408) 274-6121

Frog and Lizard Night, Santa Teresa’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 7:30pm-10pm
Join aquarium experts and herpetologists to learn about local salamanders, frogs, lizards, and how to set up successful pollywog aquariums. First families to make reservations can take home a tadpole with small tank. After the program, stay for popcorn, lemonade and the campy horror movie “Creature from the Black Lagoon.” Reservations required. (408) 226-5453

Sunday, June 9

Nature Foray Hike, Sanborn, 9am-11am
Explore local plants and animals in this leisurely 1.5-mile hike along park trails. Learn to identify local forest plants and search for banana slugs, newts and signs of other animals. Meet at the Ranger office. Bring sturdy hiking shoes, water and snacks. (408) 867-9959

Dog Days of Summer, Hellyer, 10am-11:30am
Enjoy the outdoors on an easy 1-mile group dog walk. Learn about basic dog first aid, dog behaviors, and trail etiquette. Dogs must be on leash, 6ft max. length. End at the dog park for an optional off-leash romp. Meet at the park office. Reservations required. (408) 225-0225

Calling all Citizen Scientists! – California Phenology Project, Hellyer,1:30pm-3:30pm
Contribute to a project studying the timing of plant life cycles throughout the seasons by becoming a Citizen Scientist. Discover how plants respond to climate variability and about local research projects that you can participate in. For more information about the California Phenology Project, go to http://www.usanpn.org/cpp/about/.This project is appropriate for adults and families. Register online or call (408) 355-2240

Sunset Hike, Ed Levin, 7pm-9pm
Take a 3.6-mile hike into the foothills to enjoy the sunset overlooking the South Bay. Meet in lot by the dog park with sturdy hiking shoes, layered clothing, snacks, and water. No dogs or strollers please. (408) 262-6980.

Monday, June 10

Healthy Trails Hike, Sanborn, 9am-12pm
Take a moderate 4-mile hike through the scenic redwoods to the serene Lake Ranch Reservoir. Meet at the trailhead on Black Rd. in Los Gatos (exit Hwy 17 at Bear Creek Rd). Parking is limited, so carpools are recommended. Bring layered clothing, snacks, plenty of water, and sun protection. Registration requested. (408) 918-7774

Thursday, June 13

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, June 6.

Friday, June 14

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Saturday, June 15

Introduction to Geocaching, Almaden Quicksilver, 8:45am-12pm
Join a Docent on a beginner’s geocaching adventure to find 6-7 hidden caches in the park. GPS units provided. Meet at the Wood Rd. parking lot. Bring sun protection, water, snacks and sturdy hiking shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Avoid the Rash, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-10:30am
Come discover the upside of poison oak! Learn why it is a beneficial plant and how it has been used throughout history. Meet at the Mockingbird Hill parking lot (take Mockingbird Hill Ln. off of Almaden Rd.). Long pants and sleeves recommended. (408) 268-3883

Winged Predators-Raptors, Sanborn, 10am-12pm
Join a Ranger on an easy 2-mile hike to look for winged hunters in the sky. Learn about a raptor’s role in the environment and how you can become involved in the study of hawks, falcons and eagles. Bring water, sun protection and sturdy hiking shoes. Field guides and binoculars recommended. Meet at the park office. (408) 867-9959 

Play Like A Miner, Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum, 11am-2pm
Join museum staff and volunteers for a fun-filled afternoon of kid-friendly activities and adventures that reflect the life and hard work of cinnabar miners and New Almaden’s historic mining community. (408) 918-7773

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, June 1.

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Sunday, June 16

Healthy Trails Hike, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1pm
Join a park interpreter on a 4.5-mile moderate hike through diverse habitats. Enjoy spectacular views near the historic mining camps of New Almaden. Meet at the Mockingbird park entrance with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7772

Wednesday, June 19

Healthy Trails Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 7pm-8:30pm
Join a park interpreter on an easy 2-mile hike along the paved Martin Murphy Trail. Enjoy scenic views of the surrounding hillsides and oak woodlands by summer twilight. Meet at the Harvey Bear Ranch entrance with sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7775

Thursday, June 20

Moonlight Hike, Lexington Reservoir, 8pm-10pm
Join a Ranger on a 4-mile moonlit adventure to explore the adaptations of our nocturnal wild neighbors. Meet at the Lexington Dam parking lot. Bring sturdy hiking shoes, layered clothing, water and a flashlight. Reservations required. (408) 356-2729

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, June 6.

Friday, June 21

A Walk in the Dark, Anderson Lake, 8:45pm-10:45pm
Take a moderate 1.5-mile walk to a pond at the top of a hill high above Anderson Lake. Listen to the sounds of the night and look for wildlife as you explore their home. Meet in the parking lot at the top of the dam. (408) 918-7984

Moon Blooms, Calero/Rancho San Vicente, 5:30pm-7:30pm 
Take a moderate 3-mile hike to see soap root in bloom. This “evening bloomer’s” exquisite white flowers attract hummingbirds and a variety of insects to aid in pollination. Learn the many ways native Ohlone used the versatile plant. Meet at Calero Reservoir. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes and drinking water. Note: This is a guided hike in a “closed area” not yet open for public access, group stays together, some steep sections. Restrooms not available except at boat launch. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Solstice Hike, Ed Levin, 7:30pm-10pm
Enjoy the official beginning of summer on a 3.6-mile sunset hike. Celebrate the longest day of the year and find out about the “reason for the seasons” and ancient solstice rituals. Meet at the Upper Sandy Wool lot near the dog park with sturdy footwear, snacks, water, and a flashlight. Reservations required. (408) 262-6980
Symbols: vehicle fee, phone, strenuous hike

Full Moon Paddle, Stevens Creek Reservoir, 8pm-10:30pm
Discover history and nature on a paddle tour of the reservoir. Experienced paddlers only, no instruction or equipment is provided. Meet at the reservoir launch ramp with your kayak/canoe, life jacket and 2 glow sticks per person. Reservations required. (408) 846-5622. 

Saturday, June 22

About Boating Safely (ABS) Course, Anderson Lake, 8am-5pm
This beginner all-day boating class, taught by the Coast Guard Auxillary, will give you the knowledge needed to obtain a boat license or safety certification in many states. Learn about boating law, safety equipment, navigation, and much more. Participants are encouraged to bring their vessels for a free safety inspection and certified safety decal. $35 registration fee covers course materials. Reservations required. (408) 592-9341

Festival in the Park, Hellyer, 11am-4pm
FREE admission, information, health and recreation opportunities, entertainment and FUN! This year’s annual and very popular event will focus on Heart Health. Free CPR classes with giveaways all afternoon (limited supplies). Food available for purchase. (408) 355-2240.

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, June 1. 
Sunday, June 23 
History of Almaden Air Force Station atop Mt. Umunhum, Casa Grande/Quicksilver Mining Museum, 1pm-3pm 
Come learn about the history of this fascinating site, see actual key artifacts from the site, and enjoy a slide show of amazing historic photos of the radar station when it was in operation between 1958 and 1980. Presented by Basim Jaber (Historian/Archivist and founder of the USAF 682nd Radar Squadron Veterans Association). Register online or call (408) 355-2240.
Thursday, June 27

Introduction to Disc Golf: It’s Just a Walk in the Park! Hellyer/El Parque De La Raza De Paz, 6pm-8pm 
Disc golf is a game where individuals throw flying discs at targets. Come learn about this fun, easy and inexpensive sport with members of the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club. Ages 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Equipment is provided. Space is limited. Bring water, sunscreen and comfortable shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, June 6.

Saturday, June 29

Henry Miller As He Lived, Mt. Madonna, 10am-11:30am 
Come on up to the place that Henry Miller, the “Cattle King”, called home. Explore the historic ruins and discover why this place is so special. Meet at the Ranger office with comfortable walking shoes, sun protection and water for a 1.5-mile easy hike. (408) 842-2341

Safe Biking Adventures Creek Trail Ride, Hellyer, 10am-1pm
Meet at the park office with your bike and gear, then set out on a 6-10 mile family ride on the flat, paved Coyote Creek Trail. Dress in layered, comfortable riding clothes (no sandals please) and bring plenty of water and snacks. (408) 225-0225

Vasona Vibrations, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, June 1.

Sunday, June 30

Living History Day, Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum, 11am-3pm
Come visit Casa Grande, once the magnificent home of New Almaden Mine Managers. Costumed Docents and staff will guide you through Victorian period rooms and museum exhibits. Children will be able to participate in a seasonal craft activity to take home. (408) 918-7774
Thursday, July 4

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
Learn about firearm safety, etiquette, handling and cleaning. Visit the range to learn about shotgun operation and target shooting. Meet at the Trap and Skeet Clubhouse. Must bring your own shotgun. Ammunition and targets provided. $35 materials fee. Adults only; registration required. (408) 463-0769

Friday, July 5

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Saturday, July 6

Bat Tornado, Calero, 4am-7am
Join us for an early morning van-ride adventure into the back country and out to a large bat colony. View the “bat tornado” and learn about the benefits of our local flying mammals. Meet at the park office. Bring a pad to sit on and dress in layers for changing temperatures. Reservations required. (408) 268-3883

History Tour By Van/Hike, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1:30pm
Step back in time and experience what life was like back in the mining heyday. Ride by van to various historic sites and bring a brown-bag lunch to enjoy in the park. Tour includes an easy hike of approximately 3 miles. Children must be over 6 years and 60 lbs. Meet at the Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum. Bring a bag lunch, water, and sun protection. Reservations required. Cost is $10 per person. (408) 918-7773

Draw From Nature, Vasona, 9am-11am
Learn some basic drawing techniques and let nature inspire you. Practice your skills by drawing natural objects and attractions in the park. Bring your own drawing materials such as paper and sketch pencils. Meet at the red pedestrian bridge over the lake. Reservations required. (408) 365-2729

Healthy Trails Walk, Santa Teresa Park’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 9am-11am 
Take an easy 2-mile walk to explore local history and nature with a guide. Reap the added benefits of breathing fresh air and being active outdoors. Meet at the chicken coop with sturdy walking shoes, sun protection, water and healthy snacks. (408) 846-5632

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
Join us for the 11th anniversary of this family-favorite outdoor music series on the lawn. Concerts feature local artists performing a variety of acoustic music including jazz, blues, bluegrass and more. Go to www.southbayfolks.org/vasona for performance schedules. Bring a blanket or low lawn chair. Food available for purchase. Donations welcome to benefit Second Harvest Food Bank. (408) 356-2729

Water, Wildlife and Working Lands Series- Water, Hellyer, 7pm-8:30pm
Join staff from the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority and Parks Department on a family-friendly, easy, 1-mile walk along Coyote Creek. Learn how these agencies work together to manage and preserve our watersheds. Meet at the playground lawn. (408) 225-0225

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Star Party, Grant, 8:30pm-11pm
Join the Halls Valley Astronomical Group for a night of star-gazing fun. Knowledgeable volunteers will provide you with a chance to look through a variety of telescopes and answer questions about the night sky. Meet at Halley Hill (across from campsite #22). Park entrance gates close at 10pm. (408) 274-6121

Sunday, July 7

Story Time with a Ranger, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Explore tales and adventures of the natural world through short stories and participate in fun activities with a Ranger. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. All ages welcome. (408) 918-7983

Tuesday, July 9 

Native Plant Discovery Stroll, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 9am-11am
Join a docent for a leisurely 1.7-mile stroll to discover the rich variety of native trees, shrubs, and plants growing along Coyote Creek. Discover how plants were used by the area’s Ohlone, and how agriculture was introduced by early settlers. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Dress in layers with hiking shoes, sun protection, and water. (408) 918-7983

Paws in Time Dog Hike, Mt. Madonna, 7:30pm-9pm
Join a Ranger and her canine companion on an evening adventure through the redwoods. Make tracks, sniff out signs of wildlife, and explore this majestic habitat as the sun goes down. Meet at the park office. Bring doggie bags, a leash (6 ft. max.), insect repellent, sturdy footwear, layered clothing and water. (408) 842-2341

Wednesday, July 10

A Taste of Water Skiing, Metcalf Water Ski Pond, 12pm-4pm
Learn how to water ski with the Santa Clara County Water Ski Club for FREE! All equipment, lessons and other resources will be provided. It's a great time for ages 8 to 17 years! Please bring your bathing suit, towel, sunscreen, lots of water and snacks. Be prepared to get WET! Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Thursday, July 11

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, July 4.

Saturday, July 13

Summer Breeze, Ed Levin, 9am-12pm
Join a park docent for a moderate 2.3-mile hike with views from the foothills to the shores of San Francisco Bay. Enjoy a range of summer wildflowers, birds, butterflies and other wildlife. Meet at the Spring Valley Trail parking lot. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Register online or call (408) 355-2240

Chitactac Family Day, Chitactac-Adams, 10am-2pm
Families and friends are invited to a special day of hands-on activities, demonstrations and traditional crafts at this celebration of the native Ohlone People who once lived at this ancient village site. (408) 918-7772 

Stand Up Paddle Boarding Class, Vasona, 11am–12pm 
Try your hand at the fun sport of Stand Up Paddle Boarding with staff from Los Gatos-Saratoga Recreation Department. Discover the benefits of building strength through balance and resistance. All equipment is provided. Wear comfortable clothes; bathing suits recommended. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, July 6.

Micro-Zoology Night, Santa Teresa Park’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 7:30pm-10pm
Join experts for a show and tell about microscopic creatures. Look at life under a drop of water. Afterward, munch on popcorn while watching the microbe gone mad movie “The Blob.” Reservations required. (408) 226-5453

Fire: Friend and Foe, Ed Levin, 7:30pm-8:30pm
Learn about fire’s impact on California, both past and present. Explore how man’s past treatment of wildland fire has affected California’s landscape and how fire is managed today. Meet at the Spring Valley picnic area. (408) 262-6980

Monday, July 15

History Through a Changed Landscape, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1pm
Take a 4-mile hike back through time to learn about mining history and more current events that helped shape the landscape of this historic park. Meet at the Woods Rd. lot off of Hicks Rd. Bring a bag lunch, water, sun/rain protection, and sturdy hiking shoes. Not recommended for children under age 5. (408) 918-7774

Wednesday, July 17

Healthy Trails Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 7pm-8:30pm
Join a park interpreter on an easy 2-mile hike along the paved Martin Murphy Trail. Enjoy scenic views of the surrounding hillsides and oak woodlands by summer twilight. Meet at the Harvey Bear Ranch entrance with sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7775

Thursday, July 18

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, July 4.

Friday, July 19

Safety in the Wilderness Hike, Ed Levin, 7pm-9:30pm
You have life insurance and auto insurance…but how about hiking insurance? Become knowledgeable and better prepared to fully enjoy your wilderness adventures. Meet at the Upper Sandy Wool parking lot near the dog park with hiking shoes, layered clothing, water, and headlamp or flashlight. (408) 262-6980

Full Moon Hike, Grant, 8pm-10:30pm
Take an easy 1.7-mile hike in Halls Valley to seek out nature’s nighttime animals. Enjoy views of Lick Observatory and the moon as it crests Mt. Hamilton. Meet at the Stockman’s parking lot with sturdy shoes, layered clothing, and water. No dogs please. (408) 274-6121

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Saturday, July 20

About Boating Safely (ABS) Course, Anderson Lake, 8am-5pm 
This beginner all-day boating class, taught by the Coast Guard Auxillary, will give you the knowledge needed to obtain a boat license or safety certification in many states. Learn about boating law, safety equipment, navigation, and much more. Participants are encouraged to bring their vessels for a free safety inspection and certified safety decal. $35 registration fee covers course materials. Reservations required. (408) 592-9341

Introduction to Disc Golf: It’s Just a Walk in the Park! Hellyer/El Parque De La Raza De Paz, 9am–11am 
Disc golf is a game where individuals throw flying discs at targets. Come learn about this fun, easy and inexpensive sport with members of the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club. Ages 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Equipment is provided. Space is limited. Bring water, sunscreen and comfortable shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Take a Ride with a Ranger, Vasona, 10am-1pm
Discuss proper bike set up and handling, tune up tips, safety gear and trail etiquette, then hit the trail with a Ranger for a strenuous 10-15 mile ride into the hills above Lexington Reservoir. Learn about area history on a well-deserved break before the fantastic descent back to Vasona. Meet at the Boat Center with your mountain bike and helmet. (408) 356-2729

History Walk, Grant, 1:30pm-3:30pm
Join park staff on a leisurely walk to see historical features in the park. Learn about the history of Halls Valley from the Ohlone days to the more recent past. End your walk with a tour of the Grant Ranch House. Meet at the Ranch House. (408) 274-6121

Healthy Trails Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 5pm-9pm
Join a park interpreter on a 5.8-mile moderate hike at summer twilight. Travel through diverse habitats and enjoy spectacular views of the surrounding ranch lands. Meet at the Harvey Bear Ranch entrance off San Martin Ave. with sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7772

Healthy “Tails” Hike, Sanborn, 6:30pm-8pm 
Learn to get fit with your pet! Join us with your fun-loving dog to get outside and get healthy. Dogs must be well-behaved and kept on leash (6 foot max.). Meet at the Black Road (exit Hwy 17 at Bear Creek Rd.) parking area with comfortable shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. Parking limited; carpools recommended. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Water, Wildlife and Working Lands Series - Wildlife, Hellyer, 7pm-8:30pm
Join staff from the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority and Parks Department on a family-friendly, easy, 1-mile walk along Coyote Creek. Learn about our local wildlife neighbors and how agencies work together to manage and protect their homes. Meet at the playground lawn. (408) 225-0225

Vasona Vibrations, Vasona, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, July 6.

Campground Night Life, Mt. Madonna, 7:30pm-8:30pm
Come discover who’s lurking in the dark. Join a Ranger to explore the lives of wildlife that live in the park. Learn to share the trails and campground and how to avoid negative encounters. Meet at the Azalea Knoll group picnic area. (408) 842-2341

Full Moon Paddle, Lexington Reservoir, 8pm-10:30pm
Discover history and nature on a paddle tour of the reservoir. Experienced paddlers only, no instruction or equipment is provided. Meet at the reservoir launch ramp with your kayak/canoe, life jacket and 2 glow sticks per person. Reservations required. (408) 846-5622. 

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

A Walk in the Dark, Anderson Lake, 8:45pm-10:45pm
Take a moderate 1.5-mile walk to a pond at the top of a hill high above Anderson Lake. Listen to the sounds of the night and look for wildlife as you explore their home. Meet in the parking lot at the top of the dam. (408) 918-7984

Sunday, July 21

Wonders of Wildlife Riparian Walk, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Take a short hike through a riparian area to identify animal signs, look for wildlife, and explore how we all fit into the ecosystem’s web of life. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. Reservations required. (408) 918-7982

Gone Fishing 101- Beginner Tips From a Ranger, Stevens Creek, 10am-12pm
Discover some beginning fishing tips that will help make you a more successful angler. This indoor session is for ages 10 and up. Meet at the Park Visitor Center to learn about basic equipment, rules and regulations, and local “hot spots”. No equipment necessary. Reservations required. (408) 867-3654

The Ever Present Redwood, Mt. Madonna, 12pm-2pm
Walk with a Ranger to explore a unique and fascinating Pacific Coast redwood forest. Discover how these ancient trees are connected to humans and the environment. Meet at the Giant Twins trailhead. Wear sturdy footwear and bring water and snacks. (408) 842-2341

Wednesday, July 24

A Taste of Water Skiing, Metcalf Water Ski Pond, 12pm-4pm
Learn how to water ski with the Santa Clara County Water Ski Club for FREE! All equipment, lessons and other resources will be provided. It's a great time for ages 8 to 17 years! Please bring your bathing suit, towel, sunscreen, lots of water and snacks. Be prepared to get WET! Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Thursday, July 25

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, July 4.

Saturday, July 27

Geocache Adventures, Anderson Lake, 8am-11am
Explore the hills above Anderson Lake as you search out hidden geocaches in the park. Bring a hand-held GPS unit, sturdy hiking shoes, layered clothing, water, and snacks. Cache exchange items welcome. Reservations required. (408) 779-3634

Safe Biking Adventures Creek Trail Ride, Anderson/Coyote Creek Trail, 10am-1pm
Meet at the park office with your bike and gear, then set out on a 6-10 mile family ride on the flat, paved Coyote Creek Trail. Dress in layered, comfortable riding clothes (no sandals please) and bring plenty of water and snacks. (408) 779-3634 

Winged Predators-Raptors, Sanborn, 10am-12pm
Join a Ranger on an easy 2-mile hike to look for winged hunters in the sky. Learn about a raptor’s role in the environment and how you can become involved in the study of hawks, falcons and eagles. Bring water, sun protection and sturdy hiking shoes. Field guides and binoculars recommended. Meet at the park office. (408) 867-9959 

Water, Wildlife and Working Lands Series, Santa Teresa/Bernal Ranch, 12pm-2pm
Join staff from the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority and Parks Department on a family-friendly, 1.5-mile walk to explore food production and farming from past to present. Meet at the ranch barn, 372 Manila Dr., San Jose. (408) 225-0225

Vasona Vibrations, 5pm-7pm
See description under Saturday, July 6.

Sunday, July 28

The Life and Times of Henry Miller, Mt. Madonna, 5pm-6pm 
Come on up to the place that Henry Miller, the “Cattle King”, called home. Explore historic ruins and discover how this man’s work ethic and passion for land shaped his destiny. Pass the park office and park in lot at end of road. Meet at Henry Miller trailhead sign board. Wear comfortable walking shoes and layered clothing. Reservations required. (408) 842-2341

Monday, July 29

Healthy Trails Hike, Mt. Madonna, 10am-2pm 
Join a Park Interpreter on a 4.5-mile moderate loop through scenic redwoods. Meet at the Blackhawk Equestrian staging area (¼ mile past entrance kiosk) with hiking shoes, sun/rain protection, snacks, and water. (408) 918-7774

Thursday, August 1

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
Learn about firearm safety, etiquette, handling and cleaning. Visit the range to learn about shotgun operation and target shooting. Meet at the Trap and Skeet Clubhouse. Must bring your own shotgun. Ammunition and targets provided. $35 materials fee. Adults only; registration required. (408) 463-0769

Friday, August 2

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Saturday, August 3

Healthy Trails Walk, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 8:30am-12pm
Leisurely explore 3 miles of park trails with a guide and reap the benefits of breathing fresh air and being active outdoors. Bring sturdy walking shoes, sun protection, healthy snacks, and at least 1 quart of water per person. Meet at the Mendoza entrance parking lot. (408) 846-5632

History Tour by Van, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1:30pm
Step back in time and experience what life was like back in the mining heyday. Ride by van to various historic sites and enjoy a brown-bag lunch in the park. Tour costs $10 per person. Children must be over 6 years and 60 lbs. Meet at the Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum. Bring a bag lunch, water, and sun protection. Reservations required. (408) 918-7773

Living with Wildlife, Sanborn, 10am-12pm
Take an easy walk through the Redwoods and learn about living with wildlife such as mountain lions, bobcats and coyotes. Discover what “normal” animal behavior is, what wildlife needs to survive, and what to do if you have an encounter. Meet at the Ranger office with sturdy walking shoes, water and snacks. (408) 867-9959

Healthy Parks Healthy People, Hellyer, 7:30pm-8:30pm
Why pay for a health club membership? Come on an easy walk and obstacle course! Find out how getting out into nature can increase your health and well-being. Meet at the Cottonwood lawn with sturdy walking shoes, layered clothing, and water. (408) 225-0225 

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Star Party, Grant, 8:30pm-11pm
Join the Halls Valley Astronomical Group for a night of star-gazing fun. Knowledgeable volunteers will provide you with a chance to look through a variety of telescopes and answer questions about the night sky. Meet at Halley Hill (across from campsite #22). Park entrance gates close at 10pm. (408) 274-6121

Sunday, August 4 

Healthy Trails Hike, Calero, 9am-1pm
Join a park interpreter on an 8.7-mile strenuous hike through diverse habitats to enjoy spectacular views of the South Bay Area. Meet at the trail head by the park office with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7772

Story Time with a Ranger, Anderson Lake/Coyote Creek Parkway, 10am-12pm
Explore tales and adventures of the natural world through short stories and participate in fun activities with a Ranger. Meet at the visitor center at the end of Malaguerra Ave. All ages welcome. (408) 918-7983

Thursday, August 8

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, August 1.


Friday, August 9

Night Lights, Calero, 8:30pm-11:30pm
Enjoy an evening under the shooting stars. Discuss the effects of night lighting on people, animals, and plants as we watch the Perseid Meteor Shower overhead. Bring a blanket or low collapsible chair, layered clothing, and flash light with red lens or cellophane cover. Reservations required and available July 8 after 8am. (408) 268-3883

Saturday, August 10

Shower Talk, Ed Levin, 8pm-11pm
View a stunning meteor shower from the constellation Perseus as you learn about this and other “falling stars”. Meet at the park office near Spring Valley Pond. Bring lawn chairs and blankets. All ages welcome. (408) 262-6980

Meteor Shower Campout, Santa Teresa, 7pm
Join us for a fun, family overnight adventure to view the Perseid meteor shower at its peak. Around the campfire we’ll discuss many features in the night sky, then take a 2-mile night hike to Coyote Peak to view the meteor shower and other celestial objects before returning to camp. Bring tents, camping supplies, and food. Reservations required. (408) 225-0225

Perseid Meteor Shower Viewing, Calero Reservoir, 8:30pm-11:30pm
Looking for a safe, legitimate place to view the meteor shower? Look no further! Meet at the reservoir parking lot before 11:30pm. Bring a flashlight with red lens or cellophane cover. (408) 268-3883

Thursday, August 15

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, August 1.

Friday, August 16

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Saturday, August 17

Geocache Adventures, Coyote Creek Parkway, 8am-12pm 
Explore the trails along Coyote Creek as you search out hidden geocaches in the park. Bring a hand-held GPS unit, sturdy hiking shoes, layered clothing, water, and snacks. Cache exchange items welcome. Reservations required. (408) 779-3634

Nature Foray Hike, Sanborn, 9am-11am
Explore local plants and animals in this leisurely 1.5-mile hike along park trails. Learn to identify local forest plants and search for banana slugs, newts and signs of other animals. Meet at the Ranger office. Bring sturdy hiking shoes, water and snacks. (408) 867-9959

Introduction to Disc Golf: It’s Just a Walk in the Park! Hellyer/El Parque De La Raza De Paz, 9–11am 
Disc golf is a game where individuals throw flying discs at targets. Come learn about this fun, easy and inexpensive sport with members of the Silicon Valley Disc Golf Club. Ages 10 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Equipment is provided. Space is limited. Bring water, sunscreen, and comfortable shoes. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

Made in the Shade, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-12pm
Beat the heat with a moderate 3.5-mile hike along the shady corridors of Deep Gulch and Mine Hill Trails. Highlights include historical mining sites and sweeping views of surrounding watershed. Meet at the Hacienda park entrance. Dress in layers with sturdy hiking shoes, sun protection and drinking water. Register online or call (408) 355-2240

History Walk, Grant, 1:30pm-3:30pm
Join park staff on a leisurely walk to see historical features in the park. Learn about the history of Halls Valley from the Ohlone days to the more recent past. End your walk with a tour of the Grant Ranch House. Meet at the Ranch House. (408) 274-6121

Evening History Healthy Trails Hike, Almaden Quicksilver, 5pm-9pm 
Take a strenuous 5.2-mile trek from Deep Gulch to Bull Run to explore history and diversity in the hills. Bring sturdy shoes, layered clothing, water, snacks, and a flashlight or headlamp. Due to steep grades, trekking poles may be helpful. Meet at the Hacienda entrance. (408) 918-7774

Moonlight Hike, Ed Levin, 7:30pm-10:30pm
Explore the park after the sun goes down on this 3-mile hike with a Ranger. See the sights, sniff the smells and hear the sounds of the park at night. Meet at the Upper Sandy Wool lot near the dog park. Wear sturdy shoes and layered clothing. Bring a flashlight with red lens, snacks, and water. Reservations required. (408) 262-6980

Family Moonlit Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 8pm-9:30pm
Enjoy a Docent-led outing under the moon and stars on the 2-mile paved Martin Murphy Trail. Watch for wildlife, identify overhead constellations, and discover many secrets of this historic and ecological area. Meet at the San Martin Ave. parking lot with comfortable walking shoes and a flashlight. Register online call (408) 355-2240.

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Hellyer, 8:30pm-11pm
Meet at the playground to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225

Sunday, August 18

Stand Up Paddle Boarding Class, Vasona, 11am–12pm 
Try your hand at the fun sport of Stand Up Paddle Boarding with staff from Los Gatos-Saratoga Recreation Department. Discover the benefits of building strength through balance and resistance. All equipment is provided. Wear comfortable clothes; bathing suits recommended. Register online or call (408) 355-2240.

The Life and Times of Henry Miller, Mt. Madonna, 5pm-6pm 
Come on up to the place that Henry Miller, the “Cattle King”, called home. Explore historic ruins and discover how this man’s work ethic and passion for land shaped his destiny. Pass park office and park in lot at end of road. Meet at Henry Miller trailhead sign board. Wear comfortable walking shoes and layered clothing. Reservations required. (408) 842-2341

Full Moon Paddle, Calero Reservoir, 7:30pm-10pm
Discover history and nature on a paddle tour of the reservoir. Experienced paddlers only, no instruction or equipment is provided. Meet at the reservoir launch ramp with your kayak/canoe, life jacket and 2 glow sticks per person. Reservations required. (408) 846-5622. 

Wednesday, August 21

Healthy Trails Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 7pm-8:30pm
Join a park interpreter on an easy 2-mile hike along the paved Martin Murphy Trail. Enjoy scenic views of the surrounding hillsides and oak woodlands by summer twilight. Meet at the Harvey Bear Ranch entrance with sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks, and a camera. (408) 918-7775

Thursday, August 22

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, August 1.

Saturday, August 24

About Boating Safely (ABS) Course, Anderson Lake, 8am-5pm 
This beginner all-day boating class, taught by the Coast Guard Auxillary, will give you the knowledge needed to obtain a boat license or safety certification in many states. Learn about boating law, safety equipment, navigation, and much more. Participants are encouraged to bring their vessels for a free safety inspection and certified safety decal. $35 registration fee covers course materials. Reservations required. (408) 592-9341

Head for the Hills! - A Hike for Kids, Villa Montalvo, 10am-12pm
On this fun hike geared for kids 8-12 we will explore topics and play games that illustrate how to be a responsible hiker and what 10 essentials to bring along on an outdoor adventure. Park in designated areas only and meet at the lot #4 trailhead with hiking shoes and water. Reservations and parent/adult supervision required. (408) 356-2729

Hula Hoop Fitness Class, Vasona, 2pm-3pm
Hula hooping is no longer just child’s play; it has evolved into a fun form of fitness! Join us for a low impact yet energizing class using adult-size hoops. Learn the basics of moving the hoop around your torso as well as moving your feet, incorporating arms, and perhaps even some off-body moves! Hoops provided, no experience needed. Meet at the boat center lawn. Register online or call (408) 355-2240. 

Family Fandango, Santa Teresa Park’s Historic Bernal Ranch, 5pm-8pm
Come celebrate the contributions and accomplishments of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay, early Spanish-speaking colonists, and English-speaking ranch families who all settled in this area over time. The evening’s focus is family fun through demonstrations and activities that highlight 1770-1870 California. The Ranch is located at the corner of Camino Verde and Manila Dr. in San Jose. (408) 846-5632 

Bats Over Calero, Calero, 5:45pm-9:15pm
Let Rangers chauffeur you on a pleasant bouncy ride to visit the Calero Bat Inn. Enjoy a batty presentation and view thousands of flying mammals emerge from a good day’s sleep at the inn. Bring a flashlight, blanket or small collapsible chair, layered clothing, insect repellent and close-toed shoes. Reservations required and available after 8am on Aug. 5th. (408) 268-3883

Sunday, August 25

Survive in a Knapsack, Mt. Madonna, 12pm-2pm
Ever wondered what to do if you get lost in the woods? Take an easy 1-mile hike with a Ranger to learn how to be prepared and what to bring along to help find your way. Meet at the Hilltop group area across from the park office. Wear comfortable hiking gear and bring water and snacks. (408) 842-2341

Thursday, August 29

Intro to Shotgun Sports, Field Sports Park, 5pm-8pm
See description under Thursday, August 1.

Saturday, August 31

Geology Hike, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch, 8:30am-12:30pm
Take a 3-mile moderate hike through the park’s fascinating geologic history. Learn about various fault zones that underlay the area and how they have shaped the current landscape. Meet at the Mendoza park entrance on Roop Road. Bring sturdy hiking shoes, water, snacks and a camera. (408) 918-7775

History Tour by Van, Almaden Quicksilver, 9am-1:30pm
Step back in time and experience what life was like back in the mining heyday. Ride by van to various historic sites and enjoy a brown-bag lunch in the park. Tour costs $10 per person. Children must be over 6 years and 60 lbs. Meet at the Casa Grande/New Almaden Quicksilver Mining Museum. Bring a bag lunch, water, and sun protection. Reservations required. (408) 918-7773

Tour the Mansion-Hike the Hills, Villa Montalvo, 10am-12:30pm
Discover the history of Villa Montalvo and tour the mansion, then head out on a 2-mile trail hike to a beautiful point with scenic views over Santa Clara Valley to the bay. Park in designated areas only and meet at parking lot #4. Reservations required. (408) 356-2729

Water, Wildlife and Working Lands Series - Wildlife, Santa Teresa, 7pm-8:30pm
Join staff from the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority and Parks Department on a family-friendly, easy, 1-mile walk to learn about our local wildlife neighbors and how agencies work together to manage and protect their homes. Meet at the Pueblo group area. (408) 225-0225

In The Park After Dark Movie Night, Santa Teresa, 8pm-11pm
Meet at the Corral parking lot to enjoy a free movie night under the stars with family and friends. Bring low chairs or blankets and a flashlight. Donations for Second Harvest Food Bank gladly accepted. Food available for purchase. (408) 225-0225




